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School Responder What 
vendor? 

What are the 
costs? 

Who pays for 
the costs? 

When do students test? Is the test 
used to 
determine 
progression? 

How are the results used? 

Austin Peay  Orr, Patty ATI  Student Throughout the curriculum in 
most courses and finally the 
RN Assess at the end of the 
program 

Tests in 
courses count 
from 7.5-10% 
of grade. 
RN Assess is 
used for 
remediation if a 
student scores 
a level 3 

Used only for progression if the score 
is low enough to influence final grade. 

Chattanooga Swafford, 
Cynthia 

ATI The student 
pays for the 
package in 4 
(day program) or 
5 (night 
program) 
installments. 

It is an approved 
course fee that is 
included with 
their registration 
payment. 

Students take major specialty 
content tests at end of the 
appropriate course. 
Unproctored med-surg 
focused tests are given in 
appropriate courses. 

No Award 15 points in total points 
calculation for each proctored 
specialty exams and 5 points for each 
focused test based on score of test.. 

  ATI   The predictor is given in mid 
spring semester prior to 
graduation. 

No  Up to 30 points awarded based on 
test score. We use to identify 
remediation needs. 

Cleveland LaBine, 
Nancy 

HESI  Students pay for 
the testing 
through a tuition 
fee 

Fundamentals, OB, Psych 
and Exit HESI 

Students are 
expected to 
make 850 on 
the tests, if not 
they are given 
remediation 
and asked to 
take a review 
course at the 
end. 

The exams are not part of the grade 
other than an extra point on one of 
the unit exams if they make 850. We 
do not hold up graduation if the 
student doesn't make 850 just use it 
as a platform to show them where 
they are lacking.   
 

Columbia Blum, 
Barbara 

HESI  Cost is covered 
as part of 
student tuition 

Exit HESI the day after final 
exams in the last semester. 

 Prepares students for taking the 
NCLEX and gives them an idea of 
strengths/weaknesses. 
Grade/passing is not tied to this, 
however. We stress doing as well as 
possible for personalized remediation 
for NCLEX prep.  

  HESI exit 
exam at 
graduation 
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Dyersburg Miller, 
Evelyn 

Exit HESI    We calculate 
the score into 
final grade at 
DSCC 
 

The exit HESI we require a score of 
850 and they must retake it until they 
reach that score—we do not release 
the board application until we are 
sure they have had the necessary 
remediation and get to 850. Thinking 
of requiring a 1000 as passing.  
 

  ATI $99/semester Students pay for 
all of it 

   

ETSU Nehring, 
Wendy 

ATI  Student Content Mastery Assessment 
Test at the end of 
Foundations, Pediatrics, 
Maternity and Community 
Mental Health, and Adult 
Medical Surgical courses. 
Approximately 3 weeks 
before final exam week, in 
order to allow time for 
remediation and re-testing.  
 

 75% at the conclusion of the 
semester will receive additional 
percentage points toward their final 
course grade according to a rubric. 
Students scoring at or below Level 1 
on the first administration will be 
required to remediate (see Post-Test 
Remediation for Content Mastery 
Assessment Tests) and re-test one 
time after final exams and but prior to 
the beginning of the subsequent 
semester.  If needed, students will 
receive an incomplete in their theory 
course in order for remediation and 
re-testing to occur, with additional 
points added to students’ course 
grade for the completion of 
remediation  

  ATI   Exit Exam This test will be 
administered 
approximately 
10 -11 weeks 
into the 
semester. 
 

Students may take the practice test 
as many times as needed to achieve 
the minimum 90% score. 
Students who complete the proctored 
Comprehensive Predictor 
Assessment and have an overall 
didactic course grade greater than or 
equal to 75% at the conclusion of the 
semester will receive additional 
percentage points 
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Jackson West 
Sands, 
Leslie 

ATI (for most 
courses) 
HESI (for 
patho course) 

Varies based on 
the number of 
tests and 
resources being 
used.  

Students, on a 
cost recovery 
basis. 

Our students test at the end 
of each term, about a week 
prior to finals, 

Scores are 
included as a 
portion of their 
course grade 
and if score is 
below standard, 
remediation is 
required before 
beginning the 
next term. 

ATI resources for exam prep and 
remediation (required if score is 
below average).  Cohort score 
performance is also used to evaluate 
instructional effectiveness. 

  ATI   At the end of the program 
they take a comprehensive 
exam 

 Two chances to pass it (using two 
different versions of the exam).  If 
they don’t pass on the second 
attempt, they get to stay around a 
little longer and complete a six week 
review 

Motlow Huff, Amy HESI  $50 
 

Student 
 
 

Selection criteria - we use 
five components of the 
admission test  

 Admissions 

  HESI  $78 first year 
 
$97 second year 

Package cost 
incorporated into 
student fees 

Competency Exam testing 
throughout the program 

The tests are 
given toward 
the ends of the 
semesters: 
fundamentals, 
pharmacology, 
med/surg, OB, 
peds, and the 
RN exit HESI 
 

Not required to pass or make a 
particular grade in order to progress 
or complete the program 

Middle TN 
State 

Ward, 
Karen 

HESI Students are 
charged a 
testing fee each 
semester 

Students Admission, near end of each 
course with content area test 
available and near end of 
program 

Tests are used 
as part of the 
grade in each 
appropriate 
course – so 
play a part in 
progression, 
but not 
independently 

As part of the grade and to suggest 
need for remediation 
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Northeast Webb, 
Melessia 

HESI Course Specific 
= $26-32 per test 

Student At the end of each course as 
a subject specific exam (final) 

Yes Worth 5 points in the lecture portion 
of the course. Points awarded on a 
sliding scale with 850 or higher 
getting 100% of points.  

  HESI Exit Exam = $47 
per exam 

Student At the end of the program – 
offer six attempts 

Yes Must have scored a 900 or above to 
be considered successful. If score is 
less than 900, student receives a 0 
points for this exam in the lecture 
portion. When all lecture points are 
added, if the student has enough total 
points to pass the class, the student 
is awarded an “I” for the last two 
program courses and are required to 
take a formal NCLEX-RN prep 
course. If the total lecture points are < 
80%, the student receives an “F” for 
the last two program courses. 
Readmission policy then applies.  

Nashville  Waller, 
Cindy 

Kaplan   Our students take several 
integrated tests from Kaplan 
throughout each semester 

 5% of their course grade is based on 
their “successful” completion of those 
tests 

  Kaplan review 
course 

Because of our 
partnership with 
Kaplan, by the 
time the students 
reach the fourth 
semester, they 
have paid for the 
Kaplan NCLEX 
review course 
$112.50 per 
semester 
 
 
 
 

The students 
pay $112.50 

  Count that as part of their course 
grade in Transitions into Professional 
Practice. 
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Pellissippi Goins, Larry Kaplan 
Integrated 
Testing that is 
specifically 
created for 
our program 

  Just previous to completion of 
each course 

No Used to benchmark and for student 
remediation and counseling 

  Kaplan 
predictor and 
Kaplan four 
day NCLEX - 
RN review 
course 

     

RODP Wagner, Lois HESI for 
students 
completing 
the FNP 
Practicum 
course.   

  It is required before the end 
of the semester 

  

Roane Hinkle, 
Regina 

HESI Exit 
exam 

    HESI grade is 
not calculated 
into their 
course grade, 
though we may 
discuss this in 
the future 

A learning tool for the students 

Southwest Vines, Mary HESI  Testing fee 
added to each 
theory course, 
therefore, it is a 
reimbursable 
expense...i.e. 
students pay 

At the completion of each 
course (specialty exams)  

 End of course exams are just 
counted as 5% of their final course 
grade (we found it a lot simpler than 
requiring the 850) 

  HESI    The exit at the end  Exit exam, the benchmark is 950 but 
they may take it as many times as 
offered up to 12 months after course 
completion. Students who don’t meet 
the benchmark after 12 months will 
fail the course and the department 
rules about progression apply (first 
failure repeat AHN II, second failure, 
academic dismissal) 
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Tennessee 
State 
University  
 

Martin, Kathy HESI 
Comprehensive 
in both the ASN 
and BSN 
programs. 
 

Package 
includes a 
discounted cost 
for the 
formative 
exams and for 
two versions of 
the final 
semester 
comprehensive 
exams 

Students are 
required to 
purchase an 
overall 
comprehensive 
learning 
resource 
package 

Integrating the formative 
testing at the end of each 
course. Exit exam during final 
semester. 

Yes for exit 
exam. 

(Exit exam is a Progression 
requirement). The students are 
allowed to retake a different version 
of the exam 3 times with extensive 
remediation in between. If 
unsuccessful must complete a 
prescribed course including 
remediation and retesting. 
 

  HESI   Tested during the final 
semester 

  

Loewenberg 
School of 
Nursing  
University of 
Memphis  

Zhan, Lin ATI prediction 
test before 
BSN graduate 

   Faculty 
integrates 5-
10% ATI tests 
in their 
respective 
course grades 
in the BSN 
program.  

 

Walters McCall, 
Cheryl 

HESI 
 

Student pays 
each semester 

 We test at the completion of 
each semester 

  

  HESI   In the final semester we use 
a HESI exit exam that is 
comprehensive. Students 
take twice during the 
semester (One early, one 
late).  They remediate 
following the exams.  

 Students who do not attain a specific 
score on one of their two exit exams 
must take a review course and then a 
3

rd
 exit test.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


