
 

October 2, 2014 

Dear Academic Partners: 
 
We have been advised of some new information regarding the Community Colleges and this 
federal law, so we wanted to share that information with everyone.  
 
We wanted to bring to your attention a new federal law that is dramatically impacting the 
education landscape going forward. We want to make sure you are all aware of and 
understand this law, as this is now a major factor affecting our ability to grant experiences 
throughout Mission Health System.  
 
OVERVIEW 
In 2010, the federal government passed a revision of law that by June 30, 2014 any institution 
that wants to offer programs to residents outside of their home state must be authorized by 
that state’s authorization body. This applies to all online programs as well as brick-and-mortar 
institutions that have a “physical presence trigger” (e.g., any clinical, practicum, student 
teaching, internship, externship, or any other form of field experience). This also applies to 
schools within NC, though there are different possible exceptions, which are detailed below.  
 
WHAT DOES THIS MEAN IN NC? 
While all states have different standards, in North Carolina, this law is overseen by the NC 
Board of Governors. The law applies as follows in the table below.  
 
If Then 

One of the 17 campuses that are 
public, state institutions in NC 

Exempt from the law, as they are internal to the system as one 
the “17 campuses” 

One of the 36 Independent 
Colleges & Universities in NC 

Exempt from the law, and don’t need to get any programs (old or 
new) licensed with the NC Board of Governors 

Private, for-profit institution 
within NC established prior to 
1972 

Grandfathered into the law 
 

Private, for-profit institution 
within NC established after 1972 

Not exempt; must go through the licensing application process 
for any and all programs they want to send students for 
experiences 

Any institution out of state from 
NC wishing to send students to NC 
for any field experience for any 
program (includes online as well 
as brick & mortar programs) 

Not exempt; must go through the licensing application process 
for any and all programs they want to send students to NC for 
experiences  
 

NOTE: Community Colleges are governed by the State Board of Community Colleges 
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WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR STUDENTS SEEKING EXPERIENCES WITHIN MISSION 
HEALTH SYSTEM? 
Mission Health System will consider requests for students seeking experiences that fall under 
an approved affiliation agreement from: 

• NC Public, state, not-for-profit institutions (the list of those 17 campuses can be found 
at www.northcarolina.edu – click the “Our 17 Campuses” link for the list)  

• NC Independent Colleges & Universities (the list of these 36 institutions can be found at 
www.ncicu.org/find_map.html) 

• NC Private, for-profit institutions, but was established prior to 1972 so are 
grandfathered in 

• Any school and program* that is on the NC Board of Governors approved list (the list 
can be found at: 
http://www.northcarolina.edu/sites/default/files/approved_license_institutions_in_nc
.pdf  

* it’s not enough to see just the name of the school on the approved list; you 
must confirm if the individual program is licensed with the NC Board of 
Governors by contacting Terrence Scarborough, whose contact information is 
below. 

• Community Colleges are governed by the State Board of Community Colleges 
(www.nccommunitycolleges.edu). The Board is currently working on trying to 
amend the State Board of Community Colleges Code (SBCCC), which will 
address this federal law. They are proposing to amend 1D SBCCC 400.2 – 
Admission to Colleges code to comply with statutory language and to create an 
exception to the open door policy based on federal regulations causing financial 
hardship.  They argue that the “federal regulations, see 34 CFR § 600.9(c), put 
our community colleges in an untenable position – deciding between violating 
state regulations or complying with federal requirements that impose crippling 
financial impediments on colleges.”   They have listed a proposed effective date 
of rule as December 1, 2014, and have advised that all Community Colleges just 
wait until then to see what the ruling is.   
 

QUESTIONS? 
If you have additional questions about this requirement, we recommend that you reach out 
directly to:  
 
For Universities, Colleges, and Institutes:  
Terrence R. Scarborough, MPA 
Assistant Director for Licensure 
University of North Carolina 
General Administration 
910 Raleigh Road 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514             
919-962-4558 
trscarborough@northcarolina.edu  
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Beginning in early 2015, we will begin reviewing our current affiliation agreements with our 
educational partners regarding their licensure and/or process of becoming licensed through 
the NC Board of Governors.  Based on that information, we will identify any affiliations that 
might be impacted given this new legislation.  
 
We thank you for taking the time to read this notification, so we are all aware of this new 
requirement. Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have additional questions.  
 
Respectfully,  
Anne & Brooke  
 
Anne McClintic 
Director, Education Services & 
Center for Leadership & Professional 
Development 
Mission Health System 
1 Hospital Drive, Suite 6300 
Asheville, NC 28801 
828-213-4105 
Anne.McClintic@msj.org  
 
Brooke Wetzel, MS, BA 
Clinical Experience Specialist, Education 
Services 
Mission Health System 
1 Hospital Drive, Suite 6300 
Asheville, NC 28801 
828-213-3950 
Brooke.Wetzel@msj.org 
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