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UPDATE 

 
1. Board of Nursing meeting dates:    

May 13-14-15, 2015 
August 5-6, 2015  
November 18-19, 2015 
 

2. Live streaming of BON meetings begins in 2015.  Find the link on the meeting agenda 
posted on the board website under “meeting schedule,” “public notice.”   
 

3. The BON cancelled its regular February meeting due to inclement weather.  A 
telephonic board meeting was held February 19 to consider consent orders and to hear 
a petition for reconsideration. School approvals and hearings will be rescheduled for the 
May meeting.   

 
4. A recent CSMD rule change promulgated pursuant to Public Chapter 898 (2014) 

requires all healthcare practitioner extenders, PAs and APNs (with a certificate of 
fitness to prescribe) to identify their supervisory physician(s) by entering that 
physician’s driver’s license number into the CSMD.  The supervising physician must 
confirm the relationship before the registration can be completed.  Requires notification 
to the Department within 30 days of any changes in supervising relationship by all 
providers. 

 
5. The BON held a rulemaking hearing December 4, 2014 and adopted new and amended 

rules for RN first assistants (title, licensing and fees), continuing competency for APNs 
(two hours continuing education to include prescribing guidelines for holders of a 
certificate of fitness) and 90-day rule (time period for nurse holding a PTP to work in TN 
increased from 30 days to 90 days to allow for obtaining a TN license by endorsement). 

 
BOARD OFFICE/STAFF UPDATE 

 
1. New computer system (VR) to replace RBS – testing continues, target implementation 

date – April 20, 2015. 

 
2. The Board of Nursing offers a Geographic Information System (GIS) application to 

analyze workforce based on nursing licensure data. Approved nursing programs can 
also be queried and mapped on the GIS application.  http://tnmap.tn.gov/health/nursing 

 
3. Receive automated license and discipline notifications of enrolled RNs and LPNs from 

the state boards of nursing. This e-Notify is available at no cost. Go to 
https://www.nursys.com/  Consider enrolling faculty and students if applicable. 

 
4. Montana became the 25th state to join the Nurse Licensure Compact.  Montana will now 

begin the rulemaking process to work toward implementation on October 1, 2015. 



 
EDUCATION/TESTING UPDATE 

 
 

1. Good news!!!  Effective March 1, 2015 the fee for background checks was reduced from 
$42.00 to $38.00. 
 

2. Recently the board received a request for licensure by examination from an illegal 
immigrant in the county under DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals).   The 
“SAVE Act” requires Tennessee Department of Health (including all Boards, 
Commissions, and contractors), along with every local health department in the State, to 
verify that every adult applicant for a professional license is either a U.S. citizen, a 
“qualified alien,” or a nonimmigrant who meets the requirements set out at 8 U.S.C. 
1621.  The student is not eligible. 

 
3. The NCLEX-RN® was selected by Canadian nursing regulators to be the new licensure 

examination for nurses in Canada beginning January 2015. NCLEX-RN® is currently 
offered in 10 countries around the world for the purpose of domestic licensure in the 
U.S., but this partnership marks the first time that the test is used for the purpose of 
licensure in another country. NCSBN offers the NCLEX-RN® in French or English.  
 

4. Schools completed annual reports electronically via Survey Gizmo.  A Summary has 
been provided to board members and will be reviewed at the May Board meeting.   

 
5. Transmission of APN licensing data to Nursys—on hold until after VR implementation. 

 
6. Please advise students not to call the Board to inquire if we have received their 

application for exam.   
 

LICENSURE DATA: RN, LPN, APN 
Active Licenses — January 2015 

 Registered Nurse Licensed Practical 
Nurse 

Advanced Practice 
Nurse 

Total 
Licenses 

Active 91,933 29,994 11,014 132,275 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

ADVANCED PRACTICE NURSES 
Active Licenses —January 2015 

 
 CNS CRNA CNM CNP Total 

Authority to 
Prescribe 

 
117 

 
1,116 

 
170 

 
8,138 

 
9,541 

No authority to 
Prescribe 

 
20 

 
1,387 

 
7 

 
59 

 
1,473 

 
Total 

 
137 

 
2,503 

 
177 

 
8,197 

 
11,014 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Applications for Approval  
New Nursing Programs  

In 2014  
 

 Approved Denied Total 
PN 0 0 0 

BSN 2 0 2 
RN to BSN 8 0 8 

Masters 12 0 12 
Doctoral 9 0 9 

 
Total 

 
31 

 
0 

 
31 

 
 
 

LICENSED BY EXAMINATION  
 2005 - 2014   

 



Year RN PN 
2014 3651 1205 
2013 3606 1363 
2012 3592 1391 
2011 3099 1584 
2010 3244 1620 
2009 3045 1489 
2008 2998 1413 
2007 2826 1389 
2006 2463 1146 
2005 3022 1169 
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